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MORTUARY  REPORT, 

FOR  THE  YEAR  BEGINNING   1st  FEBRUARY  1851. 


During  the  past  year,  the  new  groupings  of  the  Castes  and  Ages  that 
were  proposed  in  a  former  Report  have  been  used.  The  series  of  Tables  has 
been  made  somewhat  different  from  that  of  former  years,  for  the  purpose  of 
showing  better  the  deaths  from  Epidemic,  apart  from  those  from  other  causes, 
and  of  noting  more  clearly  the  numerical  relations  of  abode  and  season  to 
the  mortality,  that  the  record  may  be  ready  for  use  when  the  amount, 
distribution,  and  fluctuations  of  the  population  become  known. 

2.  The  information  contained  in  the  Daily  Registers,  from  which  the 
Tables  are  made,  was  got  in  great  part  orally,  there  being  still  not  more 
than  a  ninth  of  the  deaths  reported  in  writing.  The  total  number  register- 
ed as  having  died  during  the  year  was  14724  ;  of  these  7403  were  said  to 
have  been  born  in  Bombay,  and  7935  elsewhere  ;  while  of  26  the  birth-place 
was  unknown.  Of  the  same  persons  2993  were  reported  to  be  of  families  be- 
longing to  Bombay,  and  11706  of  families  belonging  to  other  places,  while  of 
25  the  country  was  unknown.  There  were  10209  buried,  3743  burnt,  and 
772  exposed  to  vultures.    Of  the  above  deaths  there  were  235  still-born. 

3.  The  new  arrangement  of  the  Castes,  whereby  the  deaths  of  Brah- 
muns  are  given  apart,  allows  it  to  be  seen  that  their  due  proportion  of  still- 
born was  not  taken  to  the  ordinary  funeral-places.  The  other  Hindoos,  who 
follow  the  custom  of  the  Brahmuns  in  the  disposal  of  their  infant  dead,  are 
chiefly  the  Purbhoos  and  Sonars  ;  but  as  in  these  Tables  they  are  included 
with  many  others  in  the  group  Hindoos  of  other  Castes,  the  reported  num- 
ber of  their  still-born  does  not  appear.  Were  a  Cemetery  for  infants  opened, 
to  meet  the  Shastral  objection  to  their  being  deposited  in  common  burial- 


grounds,  the  present  reprehensible  practice  of  clandestine  domiciliary  inter- 
ment might  reasonably  and  very  advantageously  be  done  away  with. 

4.  Exclusive  of  still-born,  there  were  14489  deaths  reported  during  the 
year,  which  is  2486  fewer  than  last  year.    In  the  Epidemic  classes  the 
deaths  were  4020  from  Cholera,  517  from  Small-pox,  and  98  from  Measles 
there  being  in  the  aggregate  of  these  a  diminution  of  1415,  although  from 
Measles  the  number  of  deaths  was  greater. 

5.  The  deaths  from  causes  other  than  Epidemic  were  but  9854,  which  is 
less  than  in  any  of  the  three  preceding  years.    The  decrease  from  last  year 
was  chiefly  in  Nervous  and  Respiratory  diseases,  and  in  the  class  Cach 
and  Debility. 

6.  In  the  whole  mortality  from  diseases  of  Class  V  there  was  a  decrease 
since  the  previous  year  of  80  ;  but  in  Tetanus,  taken  separately,  there  were 
113  fewer  deaths  than  in  the  year  1850  ;  that  is,  without  taking  into  account 
those  included  in  Class  X,  among  which  there  was  a  little  increase. 

7.  Among  the  imperfections  of  the  grouping  of  diseases  that  is  at  pre- 
sent in  use,  there  is  the  difficulty  of  arranging  quite  satisfactorily  the  casual- 
ties from  this  disease.  By  arbitrarily  bringing  together  Traumatic  and 
Idiopathic  Tetanus,  deaths  which  have  followed  external  violence,  sufficient 
in  itself  to  endanger  life,  are  put  in  Class  V,  instead  of  in  Class  XV.  Thus 
cases  occur  that  seem  misplaced  ;  yet,  on  the  other  side,  it  would  be  equally 
objectionable  to  refer  to  Class  XV,  deaths  where  the  external  lesion  to  which 
the  Tetanus  is  to  be  ascribed  has  been  so  slight,  that  only  owing  to  a  pre- 
existing highly  morbid  state  of  the  nervous  system  in  the  person  who  has 
suffered  it  can  such  a  grave  result  have  followed.  The  severity  of  the 
injury  causing  this  disease  varies  in  degree,  and  becomes  less  and  less,  until 
in  some  it  is  so  slight  as  to  render  the  diagnosis  between  the  Idiopathic  and 
the  Traumatic  difficult,  or  perhaps  impossible.  The  instances  of  doubtful 
diagnosis  being  not  unfrequent,  and  also  most  of  the  registered  deaths  from 
this  disease  being  reported  without  any  mention  being  made  of  its  origin,  it 
is  thought  that  the  present  arrangement  is  on  the  whole  the  best.  In  accord- 
ance with  this  transference  of  casualties  from  Class  XV  to  Class  V,  cases 
of  Guinea-worm,  in  which  death  has  been  caused  by  Tetanus,  from  the 
irritation  produced  by  this  parasite  of  the  integuments,  instead  of  being- 
placed  in  Class  XI,  have  been  entered  among  deaths  from  Disease  of  the 
Nervous  System.  While,  however,  deaths  are  removed  from  Classes  XV 
and  XI,  to  Class  V,  it  is  considered  advisable  to  allow  those  from  Tetanus 
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in  child-bed  to  remain  in  Class  X.  The  allocation  of  deaths  from  Hydro- 
phobia too,  may  sometimes  be  attended  with  doubt.  In  other  classes,  also, 
difficulties  may  be  found  to  arise  from  the  present  grouping*  :  as,  for  instance, 
where  cases  of  both  Spontaneous  and  Traumatic  Pyamiia  occur,  the  ques- 
tion arises  whether  the  latter  is  to  be  associated  with  the  former  in  Class 
VI,  or  to  be  placed  in  Class  XV,  if  from  outward  injury  ;  or,  if  the  result 
of  a  surgical  operation,  whether  it  is  to  be  absorbed  into  the  class  to  which 
the  disease  belongs,  for  the  cure  of  which  the  operation  was  performed  ? 
Similar  objections,  or  others  of  as  great  weight,  appear  to  be  inseparable 
from  nosological  classifications  :  in  none  other  that  has  been  met  with  have 
they  been  found  to  be  absent. 

8.  The  decrease  of  mortality  in  Class  VII  was  209,  and  in  Class  XIII 
it  was  96. 

9.  In  diseases  of  the  Alimentary  Organs,  there  was  an  increase  of  mortality 
of  368  ;  and  under  the  head  of  Dropsies  also,  there  was  a  small  increase. 

10.  Of  the  deaths  in  Class  XV,  those  from  drowning  continue  to  form 
a  large  proportion,  and  from  our  insular  position  many  casualties  of  this 
kind  are  to  be  looked  for.  The  existence  of  numerous  open  tanks  and  draw- 
wells,  and  also  of  quarry  holes  and  other  excavations,  that  are  converted  into 
deep  pools  by  the  heavy  periodical  rain,  add  greatly  to  .the  risks  and  facili- 
ties of  destruction  of  life.  During  the  years  1851  and  1852,  of  the  114 
deaths  by  drowning,  37  were  in  the  sea,  and  77  in  the  Fort-ditch,  pools, 
tanks,  and  wells.  It  is  impossible  to  take  precautions  that  would  effectually 
prevent  all  such  casualties,  yet  many  might  be  hindered.  If  all  such  ex- 
cavations as  are  dangerous  were  timeously  filled  in  or  railed  round,  being 
sought  out,  and  not  left  unfilled  or  unfenced  until  brought  to  notice  through 
inquisitions  on  the  drowned  by  the  Coroner ;  and  if,  instead  of  perpetuating 
the  custom  of  making  open  draw-wells,  no  wells  were  allowed  to  be  con- 
structed without  being  covered,  and  provided  with  pumps  to  raise  the  water, 
many  accidental  death's  would  be  prevented  ;  and  probably  suicides  would 
be  fewer,  owing  to  the  facilities  of  self-destruction  being  lessened. 

11.  As  the  reported  deaths  from  Syphilis  are  so  few,  they  are  not  now 
put  in  a  separate  class,  but  are  included  in  the  Cachexies.  The  numbers 
entered  under  Leprosy  are  also  few,  but  as  it  is  a  disease  of  more  peculiar 
interest,  it  is  thought  desirable  that  it  should  retain  its  present  prominence  ; 
because,  while  it  has  the  place  of  a  Class,  many  points  are  recorded  about  it 
which  would  not  be  so,  were  it  to  be  merged  in  a  group  with  other  diseases. 


12.  From  the  Meteorological  Observations  received,  it  is  found  that  the 
mean  Pressure  of  the  Air  during  the  year  was  29.794  inches,  and  the  ex- 
treme range  of  Pressure  0.696  inch  ;  that  the  mean  Temperature  was 
79?5,  the  mean  daily  range  of  Temperature  117,  and  the  extreme  range 
of  the  year  39?9.  The  mean  Dew  Point  was  7 1-6,  and  the  per-centage  of 
humidity  of  the  Air  92.  Rain  fell  on  91  days,  and  to  the  depth  of  96 
inches. 


Bombay,  May  29th  1852. 


A.  H.  Leith. 
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XVI. 

DEATHS  from  different  CAUSES  in  different  Months,  arranged  in  QUARTERS, 

for  the  year  beginning  1st  February  1851. 
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DEATHS  in  different  CASTES,  in  different  Months,  arranged  in  QUARTERS, 

for  the  year  beginning  1st  February  1851. 
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DEATHS  at  different  AGES,  in  different  Months,  arranged  in  QUARTERS, 
for  the  year  beginning  1st  February  1851. 
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DEATHS  in  different  OCCUPATIONS,  from  different  CAUSES,  during  the  year 

beginning  1st  February  1851. 


OCCUPATION", 
or  that  of  Family. 


Innuitant,  Independent 
Auctioneer 

Baker,  Grain-parcher,  Cook,  Confectioner 

Beggar,  Vagrant 

Bullock-driver,  Dairy-man 

Butcher      ..        ..        ..        ...      . . 

Cane-,  Palm-leaf-worker 

Charcoal-dealer 

Clothier,  Draper,  Mercer 

Coppersmith,  Brazier 

Cotton-worker,  or  Retailer 

Crockery-,  Glass-,  Bracelet-,  Hooka-deal. 

Domestic  Servant,  Barber. 

Druggist,  Perfumer 

Dyer         •  •       . .       •  •  . 

Engineer,  (Civil) 

Fisherman,  Fishmonger 

Gardener,   Green-grocer,  Agriculturist, 

Hay-,  and  Straw-dealer.. 
Gold- ,  Silver-smith ,  Jeweller,  Watchmaker 
Grain-dealer,  or  grinder 
Grocer 

Gunpowder,  Fireworks-maker,  dealer  .  • 
Hawker 

Hemp-,  Coir-worker,  or  dealer 
Horse-driver,  dealer,  Farrier,  Groom 
Iron-worker,  or  dealer 
Labourer  .. 

Lawyer,  and  Coven.  Civil  Servant  of  Govt 
Leather-maker,  worker,  or  dealer 
Liquor-seller,  distiller,  Palm-wine-drawer 
Marine-stores  dealer 
Maritime-man,  Boatman 
Mason,  Quarry-man,Lime-,Stone- worker, 

or  dealer 
Medical  man 

Merchant,  Banker,  Broker.        . .       » i 
Military-man,  or  Pensioner 
Money-changer,  Assayer 
Musician 

Oil-drawer,  or  dealer,  Soap-maker 
Painter      • .       . .       . .       . .       . . 

Pitch-,  Tar-,  Rosin-dealer 
Plumber 

Policem.,  Watchm.,  Messenger,  Taxgatbr. 

Porter,  Palkee-bearer 

Potter,  Brick-,  Tile-maker,  or  dealer    . . 

Poulterer 

Priest 

Printer,  Stationer,  Book-binder,  dealer . . 
Prostitute 

Salt-maker,  or  dealer 
Scavenger,  Sweeper 
School-master,  Teacher 
Silk-worker,  dealer 

Tailor,  Sempster,  Embroiderer  ,Tont-maker 
Tavern-,  Coffee-,  Boarding-house-keeper 
Tin-,  Tin-plate-worker,  Glazier 
Tobacco-,  Betel-,  Opium-,  Ganja-dealcr.. 
Washerman.  . 
Water-Carrier 
Wood-worker,  or  dealer 
Wool-worker,  or  dealer 
Writer,  Accountant. . 
Unknown  Occupation      . .       .  i 
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1 
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8 
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6 
13 
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26 
41 
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113 
16 
1176 
1 
G3 
115 
1 
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13 
78 
139 
6 
4 
8 
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216 
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XXXVIII. 


DEATHS  in  different  OCCUPATIONS,  arranged  in  QUARTERS,  for  the  year 

beginning  1  st  February  1851. 


OCCUPATION, 
or  that  of  Family. 


Annuitant,  Independent 
Auctioneer 

Baker,  Grain-parcher,  Cook,  Confectioner 
Beggar,  Vagrant 
Bullock-driver,  Dairy-man 
Butcher 

Cane-,  Palm-leaf-worker 

Charcoal-dealer 

Clothier,  Draper,  Mercer.. 

Coppersmith,  Brazier 

Cotton-worker,  or  Retailer 

Crockery-,  Glass-,  Bracelet-,  Hooka-deal 

Domestic  Servant,  Barber. 

Druggist,  Perfumer 

Dyer 

Engineer,  (Civil) 

Fisherman,  Fishmonger 

Gardener,    Green-grocer,  Agriculturist, 

Hay-,  and  Straw-dealer . . 
Gold-,  Silver-smith,  Jeweller,  Watchmaker 
Grain-dealer,  or  grinder 
Grocer 

Gunpowder,  Fireworks-maker,  dealer  . . 
Hawker 

Hemp-,  Coir-worker,  or  dealer 
Horse-driver,  dealer,  Farrier,  Groom    . . 
Iron-worker,  or  dealer 
Labourer 

Lawyer,  and  Coven.  Civil  Servant  of  Govt 
Leather-maker,  worker,  or  dealer 
Liquor-seller,  distiller,  Palm-wine-drawer 
Marine-stores  dealer 
Maritime-man,  Boatman 
M ason,  Quarry -man , Lime-, S tone- worker, 
or  dealer 

Medical  man        . .       . .   

Merchant,  Banker,  Broker. 
Military-man,  or  Pensioner       . . 
Money-changer,  Assayer 
Musician 

Oil-drawer,  or  dealer,  Soap-maker 
Painter 

Pitch-,  Tar-,  Rosin-dealer 
Plumber 

Policem.,  Watchm.,  Messenger, Taxgathr. 

Porter,  Palkee-bearer 

Potter,  Brick-,  Tile-maker,  or  dealer    . . 

Poulterer 

Priest 

Printer,  Stationer,  Book-binder,  dealer.. 
Prostitute 

Salt-makor,  or  dealer 
Scavenger,  Sweeper 

School-master,  Teacher  

Silk-worker,  dealer. . 

Tailor,  Sempster,  Embroiderer  ,Tent,-maker 

Tavern-,  Coffee-,  Boarding-house-keoper. 

Tin-,  Tin-plate-worker,  Glazier 

Tobacco-,  Betel-,  Opium-,  Ganja-dealcr. 

Washerman.  . 

Water-Carrier 

Wood-worker,  or  dealer 

Wool-worker,  or  dealer 

Writer,  Accountant. . 

Unknown  Occupation 


Total. 
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26 
8 
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2 
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65 
34 
22 
20 


37 
125 
34 
31 
14 


11 

2 
50 
17 
482 

1 
26 
48 

1 
76 

43 
2 
49 
53 
8 
4 
1 


63 

30 
3 
2 

20 
1 

10 
1 
9 

2 
48 
1 
3 
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80 
13 
90 


21 
15 
24 
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2 
9 
1 
29 
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34 
17 
30 
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30 
42 
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12 
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STILL-BORN  in  different  OCCUPATIONS,  arranged  in  QUARTERS,  for  the  year 

beginning  1st  February  1851. 


OCCUPATION, 
or  that  of  Family. 


Annuitant,  Independent 
Auctioneer 

Baker,  G rain-parcher,  Cook,  Confectioner. 
Beggar,  Vagrant 
Bullock-driver,  Dairy-inau 
Butcher 

Cane-,  Palm-leaf- worker 

Charcoal-dealer 

Clothier,  Draper,  Mercer.. 

Coppersmith,  Brazier 

Cotton-worker,  or  Retailer 

Crockery-,  Glass-,  Bracelet-,  Hooka-deal. 

Domestic  Servant,  Barber. 

Druggist,  Perfumer 

Dyer 

Engineer,  (Civil) 

Fisherman,  Fishmonger 

Gardener,    Green-grocer,  Agriculturist, 

Hay- ,  and  Straw-dealer 
Gold-,  Silver-smith,  Jeweller,  Watchmaker 
Grain-dealer,  or  grinder 
Grocer 

Gunpowder-,  Fireworks-maker,  dealer 
Hawker 

Hemp-,  Coir-worker,  or  dealer  . . 
Horse-driver,  dealer,  Farrier,  Groom 
Iron-worker,  or  dealer 
Labourer 

Lawyer,  and  Coven.  Civil  Servant  of  Govt. 

Leather-maker,  worker,  or  dealer 

Liquor-seller,  distiller,  Palm-wine-drawei 

Marine-stores  dealer 

Maritime-man,  Boatman 

Mason,  Quarry -man,Lime-,Stone-worker, 

or  dealer 
Medical-man 

Merchant,  Banker,  Broker. 
Military-man,  or  Pensioner       . .        . . 
Money-changer,  Assayer 
Musician 

Oil-drawer,  or  dealer,  Soap-maker 
Painter 

tch-,  Tar-,  Rosin-dealer 
Plnmber 

Policem.,  Watchm.,  Messenger,  Taxgathr. 
Porter,  Palkee-bearer 
Potter,  Brick-,  Tile-maker,  or  dealer    . . 
Poulterer    . .       . .        . .       . .       . . 

Priest        . .       . .        . .       . .       . . 

Printer,  Stationer,  Book-binder,  dealer . . 
Prostitute 

Salt-makor,  or  dealer 
Scavenger,  Sweeper 

chool-master,  Teacher 
Silk-worker,  dealer . . 
Tailor,  Sempster,  Embroidcrer,Tent.-maker 
Tavern-,  Coffee-,  Boarding-house-keoper. 
Tin-,  Tin-plate-worker,  Glazier 
Tobacco-,  Betel-,  Opium-,  Ganja-dealer.. 
Washerman.  . 
Water-Carrier 
Wood-worker,  or  dealer 
Wool-worker,  or  dealer 
Writer,  Accountant. . 
Unknown  Occupation 
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